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ACA Returns to Huntsville for 15th Centlon

By George L. Daniels
ACA Past President

The University of Alabama
in Huntsville will host its sec-
ond Alabama Communication
Association convention July
25-26.

Like the 2018 ACA Conven-
tion, which was also at UAH,
included research paper
presentations by undergradu-
ate and graduate students as
well as faculty, this year’s con-
vention will spotlight research.
But, in what’s now the state’s
most populous city, UAH has a

recently renovated Morton Hall.

The home of the College of
Arts, Humanities and Social
Sciences, which includes the
Department of Communication
Arts, Morton Hall underwent a
state-of-the-art renovation in
2020.

"We are especially excited
to welcome everyone back and
to explore the evolving role of
Communication in a post-
pandemic world within this

updated, high-tech space," said
Eletra Gilchrist-Petty, chairper-
son of the UAH Department of
Communication Arts. "As with
previous ACA conferences, par-
ticipants can look forward to a
wide range of both theoretical
and applied scholarship present-
ed by dynamic faculty and stu-
dents across the great state of
Alabama."
The

convention
line-up will
include the
presenta-
tion of re-
search pa-
pers and
panels relat-
ed to teach-
ing. Among
this year's pan-
els is one that will focus on the
future of the Journal of Contem-
porary Rhetoric, ACA's refereed
journal.

"l can say that some future
plans for JCR will include more
opportunities for graduate stu-
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Morton Hall at The University of Alabama in Huntsville will be the building where
sessions will take place during the 15th Annual ACA Convention on July 26.

dents in rhetoric to publish shorter
and more timely critiques of current
events," said John Saunders, editor of
the journal.

Elsewhere during the convention,
faculty will present Great Ideas for
Teaching. Also, students, faculty and
staff from Auburn University and The

THE UNIVERSITY OF
ALABAMA IN HUNTSVILLE.

UAH: THE FACTS

) i . - 8,564 students

University of Alabama will present a

. N - 490+ -acre campus
panel entitled "Auburn and Alabama:

- 8 colleges

From March Madness Success to .

- S - 17 high-tech research centers
Communication Classroom Learning. and labs

- 115 degree programs of study

PRCA Leader Chosen To
Address ACA Members

For the first time in its 15-year history, ACA will
have a keynote address from a speaker who does not

currently work in an aca-
demic position.

"We're changing up a
few things for this year's
conference," said John
Saunders, lecturer in com-
munication arts at The

University of Alabama in l
Huntsville and one of ACA's
founders.

Lori Miller, association manager for the Public
Relations Council of Alabama (PRCA), will bring
remarks during this year's convention.

A former director of research for WHNT News 19 in
Huntsville, Miller has served as PRCA's association
manager since 2023. She's an alumna of UAH’s

communication arts program.

"She is going to focus mostly on the real world for
communication practitioners and why effective com-
munication skills are so needed in today's workplace,"

Miller
Arts.

6 p.m.

Short Film Festival Kicks Off
Weekend At Black Box Theatre

This year's ACA Convention is a two-day event with
our inaugural ACA Pre-Conference Short Film Festival,
which will take place on Friday, July 25.

"I encourage everyone to attend the Friday evening
Film Festival—a lively and collaborative event where
faculty, students, and filmmakers will come together
to screen, discuss, and
celebrate cinema as a
powerful form of com-
munication," said
Eletra Gilchrist-Petty,
chair of the UAH Depart-
ment of Communication

Professor Joey Watson, associate professor of De-
partment of Music, Theatre & Film, served as the
coordinator of the short film festival.

There will be two panels of short films screened
with the first panel beginning at 7 p.m. and the
second panel starting at 8:15 p.m. with a short inter-
mission. The event is slated to end by 9 p.m.

The festival will be held in the Robert James Black
Box Theatre in Morton Hall. Registration opens at

Here's a list of the short films that
will be screened:

FATED TO REPEAT

PIXEL BY PIXEL
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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Dear ACA Friends and Colleagues,

As you finalize your plans to join us at
The University of Alabama in Huntsville for
our 15th Annual Convention, | hope you
will enjoy this Convention Edition of The
Alabama Communicator.

You will find information about our Pre-
Conference Short Film Festival and our
15th Annual Convention which will feature
keynote speaker Lori Miller, APR (Public
Relations Council of Alabama Association
Manager). Do not miss out on our upcom-
ing priority registration deadline, because
individuals who register AND pay by Mon-
day, July 7, 2025, will receive lunch for the
conference.

You will also find spotlight stories high-
lighting this year's ACA Award for Outstand-
ing Teaching winner Dr. Ashley George
(Samford University) and John H. Saunders
Service Award winner Dr. Sally Bennett
Hardig (University of Montevallo). As Presi-
dent, it has been an honor to chair our
award committee and select this year's
award winners alongside Dr. Caroline S.
Parsons (University of Alabama) and Dr. S.
Brad Bailey (Mississippi Gulf Coast Com-
munity College).

This year marks my lucky 13th ACA con-
vention. | still have fond memories of the
last convention we hosted at The Universi-
ty of Alabama in Huntsville in 2018 (see
picture to the right). This year, | am looking
forward to attending stimulating discussion
panels, inspiring paper panels and GIFT
sessions, and valuable networking ses-
sions. | hope you’ll agree that our annual
convention is the perfect place to recon-
nect with friends and colleagues from
across the state and build your personal
and professional network.

As | wrap up my presidential term, | am
excited about the ACA’s future. We are

|
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Communication
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fortunate to have members and leaders
who continue working to increase the
status of communication scholarship and
practice in the state of Alabama and the
surrounding regions and engaging cur-
rent and future scholars by providing
opportunities for networking with other
Alabama communication scholars and
professionals.

Looking ahead, we are excited that
the Southern States Communication As-
sociation's upcoming convention will be
hosted in Birmingham in 2026. Please
let me know if you would be interested in
putting together a discussion panel sub-
mission for the convention. I'm excited to
collaborate with, support, and cheer on
our ACA members at SSCA.

In closing, this year’s convention
would not be possible without the many
volunteers who contribute significant
time and energy to furthering the work of
our association. I'd like to extend a heart-
felt thanks to Dr. Joey Watson (The Uni-
versity of Alabama in Huntsville) who is
planning our Pre-Conference Short Film
Festival, Vice President Dr. Lindsey A.

Dr. Tiffany R. Wang

Sherrill (University of North Alabama) who is
planning our convention, The Journal of Con-
temporary Rhetoric Editor Dr. John A. Saun-
ders (The University of Alabama in Huntsville)
who is handling local arrangements, and our
fearless leader and Executive Director Dr.
Jeff Walker (University of Montevallo) who
will handle all the behind-the-scenes details
for our convention.

Excited to see you soon!

Alabama Communication Association
2024-2025 Executive Board

President - Tiffany R. Wang, University of Montevallo

Vice President - Lindsey Sherrill, University of North Alabama
Vice President-Elect - Norman Ed Youngblood, Auburn University
Secretary - Joseph Honeycutt, University of Alabama

Immediate Past President- Niya Pickett Miller, Samford University

Executive Director - Jeff Walker, University of Montevallo
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CONGRATULATIONS 2025 ACA AWARD WINNERS!

Samford Professor Selected ACA’s Outstanding Teacher

Ashley George, associate professor of communication studies at
Samford University is the winner of the 2025 ACA Commitment to
Teaching Award. Dr. George serves as director of Samford's
Faculty Mentorship Program. She was interviewed by Former
ACA President George L. Daniels about her teaching.

Daniels: How long have you been teaching at Samford University?
Ashley George: I'm entering my 12th year this Fall.

Daniels: Tell us about your background. Where did you get your
start, do your doctoral work?

Ashley George: | completed my PhD at The University of Alabama
and studied with Dr. Carol Mills.

Daniels: What do you think are the THREE most important traits of
a Communication faculty member?

Ashley George: Three traits | would emphasize would be: 1.) Be
committed to being a listener 2.) Be supportive 3.) Be curious
Daniels: What do you remember about past ACA conventions?
Ashley George: What | remember most about past ACA conven-
tions (and what continues to be my most favorite attribute of the
organization and annual conference) is the supportive and collegi-
al environment. It's a great place for scholars and teachers to
make connections!

Daniels: Tell us more about your teaching. What types of classes
do you teach at Samford ?

Ashley George: | primarily teach in the Human Communication
area. Some of the specific classes | offer at Samford are Interper-
sonal Communication, Health Communication, Supportive Com-
munication, Nonverbal Communication, and I'm developing a new
course this summer in Listening.

Daniels: Where else have you received recognition for your work in
the classroom?

Ashley George: When | was a graduate student at The University of

~ Alabama, | received the 2011-

| 2012 Excellence in Teaching by
a Doctoral Student Award. | was
also honored as "Professor of the
Game" twice at Samford, once in
2016 and again in 2023.
Daniels: What does it mean to be
the recipient of the top communi-
cation teaching award in the
State of Alabama?

Ashley George: It's humbling to
know that others believe in the
work you do with your students
and the way you approach teach-
ing. Personally, it's an affirmation
of the high value | place on
teaching practice and the desire
| have to continue to grow as an
educator. I'm most grateful to
have so many incredible col-
leagues in the discipline to learn
from!
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Ashley George

Daniels: What are three (3) pieces of advice you would give to those who are
entering the profession of teaching communication?

Ashley George: 1.) Stay curious and ask thoughtful questions. 2.) Seek out oppor-
tunities to support your students (and your colleagues) both inside and outside of
the classroom 3.) Accept that you won't know the answer to every question. But
your students will appreciate that you want to take the journey of investigation
together.

Hardig Named Fourth Recipient of Saunders Service Award

Previous recipients of
the award are Jeff Walk-
er (2024), Ray Ozley
(2023) and Brad Bailey
(2022).

The award will be
presented during the
ACA Convention on
July 26.

COVID-19 Pandemic and
its first virtual gathering
in 2020.

The award is named
for ACA founder John H.
Saunders.

Hardig will be only the
fourth person to receive
the award, which was
first presented in 2022.

Former ACA President
Sally Hardig will receive the
2025 John H. Saunders
Service Award.

Hardig is a professor of
communication studies at the
University of Montevallo.

She served as ACA President
in 2020-2022, shepherding
the association through the

Youngblood
Inducted in
The Academy

ACA Vice President-Elect Ed
Youngblood recently was inducted in

Auburn University's Academy of Out-
i standing Teachers.

Auburn University's
College of Liberal Arts
established the Acad-
emy of Outstanding
Teachers to recognize
those who have made
outstanding contribu-
tions to the undergraduate teaching
mission of the College and the Uni-
versity. Membership in the Academy
is lifetime. No more than two faculty
are inducted per year.

Youngblood was the only one
inducted in 2025.

Youngblood
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STAY CONNECTED
WITH US BY
FOLLOWING OUR
SOCIAL MEDIAI

foj @alabamacommunication

G AlabamaCommunicationAssociation

Visit our website for additional information
and resources.
www.alabamacommunication.org



https://alabamacommunication.org/
https://www.facebook.com/AlabamaCommunicationAssociation/
https://www.instagram.com/alabamacommassociation/

